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by M> Paul Rcynaud; and when he was given the right to turn
his warnings into acts It was, we now see, too late. To the
failure of the French imagination was added a failure of the
French will
Today Nasi Germany instructs the United States of America
to make a choice. We can choose our own heritage of free-
dom, won for us by our fathers and our grandfathers, and thus
far preserved by ounsdv<% We can decide to maintain that
freedom at any and all cost in a world which we hope may
some day once again be free* Or we can accept the limited r81e
which Chancellor Hitler and his partners in blackmail choose
to assign us in their world, We can accept thdr ideas, their
morals, their economy, thdr culture* thdr religion, their con-
ception of the whole nature and duty of man,
Let us be thankful to France, for France had the same choice
put to her in the years after 1933, and the lesson of what hap-
pened to her Is before our eyes* She hesitated to make a firm
choice. That hesitation was in itself a choice. In the end she
rebelled against becoming the slave of a foreign and anti*
pathetic ideology and a partner in Nazi crime. Her revulsion
of feeling came too late, and her response to it was inadequate.
She was not able to turn the oncoming Nazi tide* She has
become a slave to the Nads and, to an extent, their reluctant
partner.
Let us, unlike France, have the power of imagination to dis-
cern the possible destinies that await us. Let us, unlike Franee>
have the power of will to embrace the destiny that we choose,
bravely, confidently, and in time.